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THE RIGHT OF VICTIM COMPENSATION IN
INDIA: A LEGAL PERSPECTIVE
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ABSTRACT

This research analysis the concept of victim compensation in India is
rooted in the broader principles of restorative justice, which seeks to
address the needs of the victims, the offenders, and the community as a
whole. Victim compensation is viewed not only as a mechanism to offer
financial assistance to those who have suffered as a result of crime but
also as a moral obligation of the state to provide support to victims of
crime. While the primary purpose of the criminal justice system is to
punish offenders, there is growing recognition that the harm caused to
victims must also be addressed, particularly in the case of serious
offenses such as murder, rape, and other violent crimes. The state’s role
in victim compensation is also an area of significant concern. While
compensation is provided in certain cases, the amounts awarded are
often insufficient to meet the needs of victims, particularly in cases

involving severe physical or psychological trauma.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The historical approach to victim compensation reflects a profound evolution in how
societies have sought to address the needs of individuals harmed by crimes or
injustices.In ancient civilizations, victim compensation was often a direct transaction
between the perpetrator and the victim or their family. Known as restitution or "blood
money," this system aimed to restore balance rather than solely punish the offender.
For example:In tribal societies, a wrongdoer might pay goods, livestock, or currency

to the victim’s kin to settle disputes or compensate for harm.This approach was rooted
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in personal or communal justice, emphasizing reconciliation over
retribution.Payments or fines might be split between the victim and the ruling
authority, reflecting a dual focus on compensating the harmed and maintaining social

order.

Religious doctrines sometimes guided compensation, framing it as a moral obligation
rather than a legal right.The process was less about victim welfare and more about
reinforcing hierarchical power structures.The historical approach to victim
compensation illustrates a dynamic progression from direct, personal restitution to
formalized, state-mediated systems. This trajectory reflects an increasing recognition
of victims as individuals deserving of support and justice, rather than mere bystanders
in the punishment of offendersearly systems focused- It seems likely on personal early
systems transactions, focused on like blood money, for reconciliation personal
transactions, like blood. money,- The evidence for reconciliation. leans toward a- The
significant shift evidence in the leans toward a 20 significant shiftth century in, with
the state 20 involvementth century, increasing globallyVictim compensation has a
long history, starting with ancient practices where perpetrators directly compensated
victims, often through goods or livestock, to restore balance. This evolved in
medieval times with more structured systems influenced by feudal and religious
norms, where payments sometimes benefited both victims and authorities.In the
modern era, the 1960s and 1970s saw the rise of state-funded programs, with
California leading in 1965 and the U.S. establishing the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)
in 1984, creating a fund from offender fines. Globally, countries like Canada and

various European nations followed suit, expanding state support.
2. LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

The legislative framework governing acid attacks in India comprises a combination of
statutory provisions, judicial interpretations, and policy initiatives aimed at preventing
such heinous crimes, ensuring justice for survivors, and holding perpetrators
accountable. This section provides an in-depth analysis of the key legislative

provisions relevant to acid attacks in India, including relevant sections of the
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Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS), the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023
(BNSS), and other legal instruments.?

2.1. Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS) Provisions
Section 722: Punishment for Acid Attacks

Section /22 of the BNS specifically addresses acid attacks and prescribes punishment

for causing grievous hurt by means of acid. The section reads as follows:

"Whoever causes permanent or partial damage or deformity to, or burns or maims or
disfigures or disables, any part or parts of the body of a person or causes grievous hurt
by throwing acid on or by administering acid to that person, or by using any other
means with the intention of causing or with the knowledge that he is likely to cause
such injury or hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a
term which shall not be less than ten years but which may extend to imprisonment for

life, and with fine."*

This provision imposes stringent penalties on perpetrators of acid attacks, with
imprisonment ranging from ten years to life imprisonment, along with a fine. The
section aims to deter individuals from committing acid attacks by imposing severe

punishment for causing grievous harm to others through such means.
Section 7122(2): Attempted Acid Attacks

Section 722(2) of the BNS deals with attempted acid attacks and provides for
punishment for attempting to cause grievous hurt by means of acid. The section reads

as follows:

"Whoever does any act with the intention of causing permanent or partial damage or
deformity or disfiguration to, or burns or maims or disables any part or parts of the
body of a person by administering acid or causing acid to be administered to that

person, or to another person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either

3 “Law on Acid Attacks in India,” Drishti IAS available at: https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-
updates/daily-news-analysis/law-on-acid-attacks-in-india (last visited April 12, 2025).

4 Kanhaiya Singhal, “BNS NEW Updated BULLET Notes with Cover Page (2)” Scribd, 2024 available
at: https://www.scribd.com/document/799432549/BNS-NEW-Updated-BULLET-Notes-with-Cover-
Page-2 (last visited April 12, 2025).
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description for a term which shall not be less than five years but which may extend to

seven years, and shall also be liable to fine."®

This provision imposes imprisonment ranging from five to seven years and fine for
individuals who attempt to cause harm by administering acid or causing acid to be

administered to others with the intention of causing grievous hurt.
2.2. Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS) Provisions
Section 793: Time-bound Investigation

Section /93 of the BNSS mandates that investigation into acid attack cases be
completed within two months from the date of registration of the First Information

Report (FIR). The section reads as follows:

"The investigation in relation to an offense under section /22 or section 64, 66, 67, 68,
70 or section 71 of the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 shall be completed by the
investigating officer within a period of two months from the date on which the

information was recorded by him under sub-section (1) of section 7/97."

This provision imposes a time-bound obligation on investigating officers to complete
the investigation into acid attack cases within two months from the date of registration
of the FIR. It aims to expedite the investigation process and ensure timely justice for

survivors of acid attacks.
Section 396: Compensation to Victims

Section 396 of the BNSS allows for the payment of compensation to victims of acid

attacks by the State Governments. The section reads as follows:

"In addition to the compensation awarded under section 395 of this Code, the State
Government or the District Legal Services Authority or any other authority or

committee constituted under any law for the time being in force may pay

5 “IPC Section 326B - Voluntarily throwing or attempting to throw acid, etc.,” A Lawyers Reference
available at: https://devgan.in/ipc/section/326B/ (last visited April 12, 2025).

6 “BNS : Offences Affecting The Human Body,” A Lawyers Reference available at:
https://devgan.in/bns/chapter 06.php (last visited April 12, 2025).
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compensation to the victim or his dependents, as the case may be, who have suffered

loss or injury as a result of the crime and who require rehabilitation."”

This provision empowers the State Governments, District Legal Services Authorities,
and other authorized bodies to provide compensation to victims or their dependents
who have suffered loss or injury as a result of the crime and who require rehabilitation.
It aims to alleviate the financial burden faced by victims of acid attacks and support

their rehabilitation and recovery process.

The legislative framework governing acid attacks in India comprises robust statutory
provisions aimed at preventing such crimes, ensuring access to justice for survivors,
and promoting their rehabilitation and recovery. Sections /22 and /22(2) of the BNS
impose stringent penalties on perpetrators of acid attacks, while provisions under the
BNSS mandate time-bound investigation and provide for compensation to victims. By
strengthening legal protections, enhancing support services, and promoting awareness
about the devastating impact of acid attacks, India can strive towards creating a

society where all individuals can live free from the fear of such heinous crimes.
2.3. CRIMINALIZATION AND PENALTIES

The criminalization of acid attacks and imposition of penalties play a crucial role in
deterring such heinous acts of violence, ensuring justice for survivors, and holding
perpetrators accountable. This section provides a detailed analysis of the legal
provisions governing the criminalization of acid attacks in India, along with the
penalties prescribed for perpetrators under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS)

and other relevant statutes.
2.3.1. Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS) Provisions
Section 722: Punishment for Acid Attacks

Section /22 of the BNS specifically addresses acid attacks and prescribes punishment
for causing grievous hurt by means of acid. The section imposes stringent penalties on
perpetrators of acid attacks, aiming to deter such acts of violence and ensure justice

for survivors. Section /22 reads as follows:

7 “Compensation Scheme For Women Victims Of Sexual Assault,” available at:
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1812410 (last visited April 12, 2025).
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"Whoever causes permanent or partial damage or deformity to, or burns or maims or
disfigures or disables, any part or parts of the body of a person or causes grievous hurt
by throwing acid on or by administering acid to that person, or by using any other
means with the intention of causing or with the knowledge that he is likely to cause
such injury or hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a
term which shall not be less than ten years but which may extend to imprisonment for

life, and with fine."?

This provision imposes imprisonment ranging from ten years to life imprisonment,
along with a fine, for individuals convicted of causing grievous hurt by means of acid.
The severity of the punishment reflects the heinous nature of acid attacks and aims to

deter perpetrators from committing such crimes.
Section 7122(2): Attempted Acid Attacks

Section /22(2) of the BNS deals with attempted acid attacks and provides for
punishment for attempting to cause grievous hurt by means of acid. The section aims
to deter individuals from attempting to commit acid attacks by imposing

imprisonment and fine for such acts. Section /22(2) reads as follows:

"Whoever does any act with the intention of causing permanent or partial damage or
deformity or disfiguration to, or burns or maims or disables any part or parts of the
body of a person by administering acid or causing acid to be administered to that
person, or to another person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which shall not be less than five years but which may extend to

seven years, and shall also be liable to fine."

This provision imposes imprisonment ranging from five to seven years, along with a
fine, for individuals who attempt to cause harm by administering acid or causing acid

to be administered to others with the intention of causing grievous hurt.
2.3.2. Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS) Provisions

Time-bound Investigation: Section 793

8 “BNS Section 122 - Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt on provocation.,” A Lawyers Reference
available at: https://devgan.in/bns/section/122/ (last visited April 12, 2025).
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Section /93 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS) mandates time-
bound investigation into acid attack cases. The section imposes an obligation on
investigating officers to complete the investigation within two months from the date

of registration of the First Information Report (FIR). Section /93 reads as follows:

"The investigation in relation to an offense under section /22 or section 64, 66, 67, 68,
70 or section 71 of the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 shall be completed by the
investigating officer within a period of two months from the date on which the

information was recorded by him under sub-section (1) of section /917."°

This provision aims to expedite the investigation process and ensure timely justice for

survivors of acid attacks by setting a deadline for completing the investigation.
Compensation to Victims: Section 396

Section 396 of the BNSS provides for the payment of compensation to victims of acid
attacks by the State Governments. The section empowers the State Governments,
District Legal Services Authorities, or any other authorized body to pay compensation
to victims or their dependents who have suffered loss or injury as a result of the crime

and who require rehabilitation. Section 396 reads as follows:

"In addition to the compensation awarded under section 395 of this Code, the State
Government or the District Legal Services Authority or any other authority or
committee constituted under any law for the time being in force may pay
compensation to the victim or his dependents, as the case may be, who have suffered

loss or injury as a result of the crime and who require rehabilitation."

This provision aims to alleviate the financial burden faced by victims of acid attacks
and support their rehabilitation and recovery process by providing them with

compensation.

The criminalization of acid attacks and imposition of penalties under the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS) and the Bharativa Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

(BNSS) play a crucial role in deterring such acts of violence, ensuring justice for

9 “Section 193: Report of police officer on completion of investigation.,” The Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 available at: https://kanoongpt.in/bare-acts/the-bharatiya-nagarik-suraksha-
sanhita-2023/arrangement-of-sections-chapter-xiii-section-193-08924{9dc7efab5c (last visited April 12,
2025).

ISSN: 2584-0649



Indian Journal of Legal Research and Review Vol. Il Issue IIT | 17

survivors, and holding perpetrators accountable. Sections /22 and /22(2) of the BNS
prescribe stringent penalties for individuals convicted of causing grievous hurt by
means of acid or attempting to do so, while provisions under the BNSS mandate time-
bound investigation and provide for compensation to victims. By enforcing these legal
provisions effectively and providing support services to survivors, India can strive
towards creating a society where all individuals can live free from the fear of acid

attacks and other forms of gender-based violence.'’
2.4. VICTIM PROTECTION AND SUPPORT

The legal framework concerning victim protection and support in the context of acid
attacks in India is vital for ensuring the well-being, recovery, and rehabilitation of
survivors. Several legislative provisions and policy initiatives have been established
to safeguard the rights and interests of victims and provide them with the necessary

support and assistance to rebuild their lives.

One of the key aspects of victim protection and support is the provision of
compensation to survivors of acid attacks. Section 396 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS) empowers the State Governments, District Legal
Services Authorities, or any other authorized body to provide compensation to victims
or their dependents who have suffered loss or injury as a result of the crime and who
require rehabilitation. This provision aims to alleviate the financial burden faced by
victims and assist them in accessing medical treatment, rehabilitation services, and

livelihood support.

Additionally, the Victim Compensation Scheme (VCS) implemented by several states
in India aims to provide financial assistance to survivors of acid attacks. The scheme
covers medical expenses, rehabilitation, and other support services for victims and
their families. Under the VCS, victims are entitled to receive compensation based on
the severity of their injuries and the financial losses incurred as a result of the attack.

The scheme also prioritizes the needs of wvulnerable groups, including women,

10 Rachit Garg, “Acid attack punishment in India” iPleaders, 2023 available at:
https://blog.ipleaders.in/acid-attack-punishment-in-india/ (last visited April 12, 2025).
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children, and persons with disabilities, ensuring that they receive adequate support

and assistance.!!

Furthermore, the Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) has launched
several initiatives to support acid attack survivors and ensure their inclusion and
participation in society. These initiatives include the SwadharGreh scheme, which
provides temporary shelter, food, and support services to women in difficult
circumstances, including survivors of acid attacks. The MWCD also operates One
Stop Centers (OSCs) across the country, which provide integrated support services to
women affected by violence, including medical aid, legal assistance, counseling, and
rehabilitation. Overall, the legal framework concerning victim protection and support
in the context of acid attacks in India encompasses a range of legislative provisions,
policy initiatives, and programs aimed at ensuring the well-being, recovery, and
rehabilitation of survivors. By providing survivors with access to compensation,
medical treatment, legal assistance, and psychosocial support, India can strive towards
creating a society where all individuals can live free from the fear of acid attacks and

other forms of gender-based violence.!?
2.5.LEGAL PROCEDURES AND REMEDIES

Legal procedures and remedies pertaining to acid attacks in India encompass a range
of judicial and administrative mechanisms aimed at ensuring access to justice,
protection of victims' rights, and accountability for perpetrators. These procedures and
remedies are governed by various laws, rules, and guidelines, which outline the
process for reporting, investigation, prosecution, and adjudication of acid attack

cases.!3

Once an FIR is registered, the police conduct an investigation into the acid attack case
to collect evidence, interview witnesses, and identify the perpetrators. Section 173 of

the BNSS outlines the procedure for investigation by the police, including the

1T «“Scheme for Relief and Rehabilitation of Women Acid Victims,” India available at:
https://wedhry.gov.in/schemes-for-women/scheme-for-relief-and-rehabilitation-of-women-acid-
victims/ (last visited April 12, 2025).

12 Bobi Eggum, “Strengthening Legal Frameworks: Addressing Acid Attacks and Women’s Rights in
India” unknown, 2024 available at:

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/384457677 Strengthening Legal Frameworks Addressing
Acid_Attacks and Women’s Rights in India (last visited April 12, 2025).

13 LawBhoomi, “Acid Attacks Related Laws in India” LawBhoomi, 2024 available at:
https://lawbhoomi.com/acid-attacks-related-laws-in-india/ (last visited April 12, 2025).

ISSN: 2584-0649



Indian Journal of Legal Research and Review Vol. Il Issue IIT | 17

submission of a final report to the Magistrate upon completion of the investigation.
Acid attack cases are investigated expeditiously under Section /93 of the BNSS,
which mandates that investigations must be completed within two months from the

date of registration of the FIR.

Following the investigation, the police may file a charge sheet or final report before
the Magistrate, detailing the evidence collected and the findings of the investigation.
The Magistrate then proceeds to take cognizance of the offense and initiate the trial
proceedings. Acid attack cases are tried before the Sessions Court as per the
provisions of the BNSS, and the trial follows the standard procedures laid down in the

BNSS and the Indian Evidence Act, 1872.1

Furthermore, the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, provides for the establishment
of Legal Services Authorities at the national, state, and district levels to provide free
legal aid and assistance to victims of acid attacks. Acid attack survivors who are
unable to afford legal representation may avail of the services of Legal Aid Counsel
appointed by the Legal Services Authorities to represent them in court and ensure

their rights are protected.

In cases where the perpetrator is convicted, the court may impose penalties and
sentences as prescribed under the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS) and other
relevant laws. Section /22 of the BNS prescribes punishment for acid attacks, ranging
from ten years to life imprisonment, along with a fine. The severity of the punishment
reflects the gravity of acid attacks and aims to deter perpetrators from committing

such heinous crimes.

Moreover, the court may order the payment of compensation to the victim as part of
the sentence imposed on the perpetrator. Section 395 of the BNSS empowers the court
to award compensation to victims for injuries and losses suffered as a result of the
offense. The court may also order the attachment of the perpetrator's property to

secure the payment of compensation to the victim. !>

2.6. INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

14 “How the Chargesheet is Filed,” What happens after Chargesheet is filed by Police? UPSC CSE
available at: https://chahalacademy.com/the-chargesheet (last visited April 12, 2025).

15 “Section 395: Order to pay compensation.,” The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 available
at: https://kanoongpt.in/bare-acts/the-bharatiya-nagarik-suraksha-sanhita-2023/arrangement-of-
sections-chapter-xxix-section-395-8c2¢7426a056669f (last visited April 12, 2025).
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International obligations and conventions play a crucial role in shaping the legal
framework concerning acid attacks in India, providing standards and guidelines for
preventing such heinous crimes, protecting the rights of victims, and ensuring
accountability for perpetrators. India is a signatory to several international treaties,
conventions, and agreements that address issues related to gender-based violence,
human rights, and the rights of vulnerable populations, including victims of acid

attacks.

One of the key international instruments relevant to acid attacks is the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), adopted
by the United Nations General Assembly in 1979. CEDAW is a comprehensive treaty
that aims to eliminate discrimination against women and ensure their full participation
in society on equal terms with men. Article 16 of CEDAW specifically addresses the
issue of violence against women, including acts such as acid attacks, and requires
state parties to take measures to prevent, investigate, and punish such acts, as well as

to provide support and assistance to survivors.

Furthermore, India is a signatory to the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,
adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995. The Beijing Declaration
recognizes violence against women as a violation of human rights and calls for
concerted efforts by governments, civil society, and international organizations to
prevent and address such violence. The Platform for Action outlines strategic
objectives and actions to eliminate violence against women, including measures to
strengthen legal protections, support services, and advocacy efforts to address the root

causes of gender-based violence, including acid attacks.'®

Moreover, India has ratified the United Nations Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), which prohibits the
use of torture and cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment under any
circumstances. Acid attacks, which inflict severe physical and psychological harm on
victims, are considered acts of torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment under

the CAT. As a state party to the convention, India is obligated to prevent and prohibit

16 “Beijing Declaration,” available at:
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/declar.htm (last visited April 12, 2025).
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such acts, investigate and prosecute perpetrators, and provide redress and

rehabilitation to victims.

In addition to these international treaties and conventions, India is a signatory to the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by the United Nations General
Assembly in 2015. Goal 5 of the SDGs calls for the achievement of gender equality
and the empowerment of all women and girls, including measures to eliminate all
forms of violence against women and girls, such as acid attacks. India has committed
to implementing the SDGs and has undertaken various initiatives to address gender-
based violence and promote the rights and well-being of women and girls, including

survivors of acid attacks.

Furthermore, India has participated in regional initiatives and collaborations aimed at
addressing the issue of acid attacks and promoting gender equality and human rights.
For example, India is a member of the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC), which has adopted the SAARC Convention on Preventing
and Combating Trafficking in Women and Children for Prostitution, aimed at
preventing and combating trafficking in women and children, including for the
purpose of forced marriage or sexual exploitation, which are underlying factors

contributing to acid attacks.!”
2.7. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION

Law enforcement and implementation are crucial aspects of the legal framework
concerning acid attacks in India, as effective enforcement of laws and regulations is
essential for preventing such heinous crimes, ensuring prompt investigation and
prosecution, and providing support and assistance to survivors. This section examines
the role of law enforcement agencies, the challenges they face, and the measures

needed to enhance enforcement and implementation of laws related to acid attacks.

One of the key challenges faced by law enforcement agencies is the underreporting of
acid attacks due to various factors, including fear of reprisals, social stigma, and lack
of trust in the criminal justice system. Many acid attack survivors hesitate to report
incidents to the police or seek legal recourse due to concerns about their safety and

privacy, as well as the perceived ineffectiveness of law enforcement in addressing

17 Rashida Salmani & Geeta Mishra & Ashvini Kumar Singh, “Vision,” 28 Vision 251-62 (2024).
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gender-based violence. As a result, many acid attacks go unreported, leading to

impunity for perpetrators and denial of justice for victims.

Additionally, societal attitudes towards gender-based violence, including victim-
blaming and normalization of violence against women, pose significant challenges to
law enforcement efforts to address acid attacks. Deep-rooted patriarchal norms and
cultural beliefs contribute to a culture of impunity for perpetrators and discrimination
against survivors, hindering efforts to hold perpetrators accountable and provide
support and assistance to survivors. Law enforcement agencies must work to
challenge and change these attitudes through awareness-raising initiatives, community

engagement, and sensitivity training for law enforcement personnel.

Secondly, there is a need for strengthened coordination and collaboration among law
enforcement agencies, government departments, civil society organizations, and other
stakeholders to address acid attacks comprehensively. Interagency cooperation and
information-sharing mechanisms are essential for ensuring prompt response, effective
investigation, and coordinated support services for survivors. This includes
establishing specialized units within law enforcement agencies to handle gender-
based violence cases, including acid attacks, and developing multi-sectoral action

plans to prevent such crimes and support survivors. '

Thirdly, there is a need for enhanced public awareness and sensitization campaigns to
challenge societal attitudes towards gender-based violence and promote zero tolerance
for acid attacks. Law enforcement agencies, in collaboration with civil society
organizations and other stakeholders, should conduct awareness-raising initiatives,
community outreach programs, and educational campaigns to educate the public
about the devastating impact of acid attacks, the legal protections available to

survivors, and the importance of reporting such incidents to the police."

Fourthly, there is a need for the effective implementation of existing laws and

regulations related to acid attacks, including ensuring timely investigation,

18 “Governments, law enforcement, and civil society organisations form new global initiative to fight
nature crime,” United Nations : Office on Drugs and Crime available at:
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2023/August/governments--law-enforcement--and-
civil-society-organisations-form-new-global-initiative-to-fight-nature-crime.html (last visited April 12,
2025).

19 ceasa, “Preventing Acid Attacks Strategies and Solutions” CEASA, 2023 available at:
https://ceasa.rs.gov.br/preventing-acid-attacks-strategies-and-solutions/ (last visited April 12, 2025).
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prosecution, and adjudication of cases, as well as providing support and assistance to
survivors. Law enforcement agencies should prioritize the investigation and
prosecution of acid attack cases, expedite the trial process, and ensure that
perpetrators are held accountable for their actions. This includes providing adequate
protection to survivors and witnesses, ensuring their safety and privacy throughout the

legal process, and facilitating access to legal aid and support services.

Furthermore, there is a need for regular monitoring and evaluation of law enforcement
efforts to address acid attacks, including tracking the number of reported cases, the
status of investigations and prosecutions, and the outcomes of legal proceedings. Law
enforcement agencies, government departments, and civil society organizations
should collaborate to establish mechanisms for monitoring and evaluating progress in
addressing acid attacks, identifying gaps and challenges, and developing targeted

interventions to address them.

3.CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

3.1. CONCLUSION

The issue of acid attacks is a complex and deeply troubling phenomenon that
continues to afflict societies across the globe. As explored in this comprehensive
analysis, acid attacks represent one of the most egregious forms of violence, causing
immense physical, psychological, and socio-economic harm to survivors and their
communities. Throughout this study, we have delved into various aspects of acid
attacks, examining the underlying causes, legal frameworks, challenges in

implementation, and the impact of legal reforms and support mechanisms.

From a socio-cultural perspective, the prevalence of acid attacks reflects entrenched
gender inequalities, harmful patriarchal attitudes, and societal norms that perpetuate
violence against women and marginalized groups. The motives behind acid attacks
often stem from jealousy, revenge, rejected advances, or disputes over property and
dowry, highlighting broader issues of power dynamics and control within

relationships and communities.

In conclusion, eradicating acid attacks requires concerted efforts at the individual,

community, and systemic levels to address the root causes of violence, ensure access

ISSN: 2584-0649



Indian Journal of Legal Research and Review Vol. Il Issue IIT | 17

to justice and support for survivors, and foster a culture of respect, equality, and
empathy. By working together across sectors and borders, we can strive towards a
world where every individual can live free from the threat of acid violence, and where

survivors are empowered to thrive and contribute to their communities.

Moreover, international collaboration and exchange of best practices are crucial in
addressing acid attacks as a global human rights issue. Sharing experiences, resources,
and expertise can facilitate the development of effective strategies to prevent acid
violence, promote accountability, and support survivors worldwide. International
organizations, civil society groups, and advocacy networks have a pivotal role to play
in advocating for stronger legal frameworks, mobilizing resources, and amplifying the

voices of survivors.
5.2. SUGGESTIONS
Suggestions for Addressing Acid Attacks

To effectively address the issue of acid attacks and prevent future incidents, it is
essential to implement a range of comprehensive measures encompassing legal
reforms, victim support services, awareness-raising initiatives, and community-based
interventions. Drawing on the insights gained from the preceding analysis, the

following suggestions are proposed:

1. Strengthen Legal Frameworks: Governments should enact or amend
legislation to specifically criminalize acid attacks as a distinct offense with
severe penalties, including imprisonment and fines. Legal provisions should
also prioritize victim protection, support, and compensation, while ensuring

access to justice and rehabilitation for survivors.

2. Regulate Acid Sales: Implement strict regulations to control the sale,
distribution, and accessibility of acid, including licensing requirements for
sellers, restrictions on quantities sold, and mandatory record-keeping of
transactions. Collaboration with industry stakeholders, such as manufacturers

and retailers, is essential to monitor compliance and prevent illicit sales.

3. Enhance Law Enforcement: Invest in capacity-building and training programs

for law enforcement agencies to improve their response to acid attacks,
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including timely investigation, evidence collection, and prosecution of
perpetrators. Specialized units or task forces dedicated to addressing acid

violence can help streamline coordination and enhance accountability.

4. Establish Victim Support Services: Develop comprehensive support services
for acid attack survivors, including medical treatment, psychosocial
counseling, legal aid, vocational training, and economic empowerment
initiatives. Specialized centers or units staffed by trained professionals should
be established to provide holistic care and support to survivors throughout

their recovery journey.

5. Raise Public Awareness: Launch targeted awareness campaigns to educate
communities, schools, workplaces, and the media about the devastating
consequences of acid attacks, dispel myths and misconceptions, and promote
gender equality and respectful relationships. Survivor testimonies and success
stories can be powerful tools for raising awareness and challenging societal

attitudes.
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